THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

Astyages was apparently the same as Istuvegu,
who is described by Nabonidos, King of Babylon,
and by Cyrus, as having been defeated by the
latter at Ekbatana or Agamtanu.1

This identification of Azi-dahaka with Istuvegu
is not quite certain, but the account given of the
latter in the cuneiform inscriptions agrees in so
many respects with the descriptions recorded
of Astyages by Herodotus, and of Azi-dahaka
or Bevarasp, in the Bundehis, that the same
chief seems to be referred to in each case.

Moreover, Azi-dahaka was evidently a dynastic
title j Bevarasp was also a title ; while Istuvegu
appears to have been the name of the king to
whom these titles were applied.

Astyages has been considered as a Median
ruler, and was so described by Herodotus,2 but,
according to inscriptions of Nabonidos, King of
Babylon, he was chief of the " Tsab Manda,"
or Barbarian host.3 This may, however, have
been merely a derisive epithet.

Astyages and his predecessors were powerful
rivals of the Babylonian kings. Kastarit or
Cyaxares, father of Astyages, with other chiefs,
overthrew Assyria.4 And one of the prede-

1  " Records of Past," N.S., v. 159.

2 Herodotus, Thalia, Ixii., Clio, xcvi.

3  " Ancient Empires of East," 241.
*,Ib. 141, 240.
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